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1 OVERVIEW 
The following questions and answers were consolidated from the emails and Q&A 
webinar organized on October 21, 2021 by the Water and Energy for Food (WE4F) South 
and Southeast Asia Regional Innovation Hub (S/SEA RIH) as part of its second Call for 
Innovations (CFI#2). Please see the video recording of the webinar in this link. For further 
clarifications, please email WE4FAsiaBids@tetratech.com.  

2 Q&A SUMMARY 

Will the PowerPoint slides be shared 
later? 

Yes, the slides and the recording will be 
shared with all participants and uploaded 
on https://we4f.org/apply-ssea under the 
“Application Resource” section. 

If we have not had the clear 
Environmental, Social and Governance 
(ESG) impacts but are in the process to 
create/scale our ESG impacts going 
forward, will we be eligible to apply? 

Yes, you can apply. 

We appreciate the plan and intent to 
create/scale ESG impacts and will work 
with you through our ESG-relevant 
technical assistance.  

Still, applicants must meaningfully and 
intentionally plan to demonstrate potential 
to create positive ESG and gender impacts. 

 Will this grant be funded by USAID? 

WE4F is funded by five donors: the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ), the European 
Union (EU), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Government of the Netherlands, 
Sweden through the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), 
and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID).  

The grant agreement will be signed 
between the Innovator and  Tetra Tech ES, 
Inc., who is implementing the WE4F  
South/Southeast Asia Regional Innovation 
Hub. 

Will there be any quota for each of the 
15 countries? For example, the Hub 

There is no quota for applicants based on 
location.  
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should award at least one grant to the 
applicant from each country. 

We intend to select the applicants who are 
able to demonstrate their ability to scale 
the innovations and impacts within any 
target country without restriction and 
quota for each country.  

Prospective applicants from any of the 15 
target countries are encouraged to apply.  

Who will be judging the applications? 

Concept notes will be evaluated by the 
internal team of experts with experience in 
technology, investment, policy, gender, 
base of the pyramid and environment.  

The shortlisted applications in the Full 
Application stage will be evaluated by the 
Regional Advisory Body (RAB), which 
consists of internal and external water-
energy-food nexus experts. 

Can an organization that has been 
sponsored by another donor/sponsor 
be eligible to participate in WE4F? 

Yes, you are eligible to apply. 

The proposal could demonstrate how 
WE4F’s support will complement your 
existing sponsor’s contribution.  

Can we apply for a multiple countries’ 
innovation, e.g., covering Indonesia and 
Vietnam? 

Yes, you can. 

However, you should not submit a  
separate application for each county of 
operation. It can be explained as part of 
the expansion plans in the application. 

Does food processing technology in 
diary sector fit with the qualification 
criteria?  

Yes, the WE4F South and Southeast  Asia 
Regional Innovation Hub supports not only 
food production but also processing 
technology. The dairy sector is relevant to 
the WE4F nexus.  

How long is the duration of the project? 

The exact duration of the project and grant 
varies based on the innovation and 
proposal.  

However, all project’s interventions and 
supports must end by mid-2024, which is 
the end of WE4F program. 
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We are preparing a proposal as a 
consortium of university and SME 
partner. Are we eligible to apply? 

  

Yes, both universities and SMEs are 
encouraged to apply. An applicant can be 
an individual organization or consortium of 
multiple organizations. 

We are submitting an application to 
demonstrate the viability of a new 
complex solution for smart farming in 
greenhouses.  

However, we need to “describe the 
products or services to be developed 
and sold; in the past and in the future” 
in the Concept Note application. What 
should we describe here without any 
existing sales? 

WE4F’s technical assistance focus on 
scaling the proven innovation and 
technology.  

As a result, successful applications should 
be able to show their ability to scale 
beyond ideation and prototyping. The 
number of sales/ provided services will be 
one of the information to prove your ability 
to scale. 

Can businesses which has just been 
registered for less than a year eligible 
or is it necessary for a business to be a 
veteran business? 

Yes, you can apply with less than a year of 
incorporation.  

However, the application must be able to 
demonstrate evidence of operations and 
potential to scale, with the program’s 
supports.  
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