
The South and Southeast Asia
 Regional Innovation Hub 

The South and Southeast Asia region has seen remarkable economic growth in the past two decades, leading 
to a projected decrease of 13 million undernourished people between 2015 and 2024. However, this progress 
is not uniformly spread over the region; millions of people remain undernourished and poverty rates in several 
countries remain high. The region is also prone to many natural disasters, with intense cyclones, excessive 
rainfall, severe floods, droughts, and extreme weather leaving vulnerable groups at risk and forced to adapt 
quickly to its effects. Meanwhile, food production often involves traditional, or intensive, water- and energy-
uses that exacerbate climate change, deplete natural resources, and cause biodiversity loss. 

The South and Southeast Asia Regional Innovation Hub (S/SEA RIH) of the Water and Energy for Food 
(WE4F) Grand Challenge for Development aims to meet these challenges by supporting the scaling-up of 
climate-friendly and environmentally-sustainable, water- and/or energy-efficient innovations in the water-
energy-food nexus in 15 countries across the region: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vietnam. 

Identify and fund at least 40 WE4F innovators across the region. 
Support innovators in reaching a minimum of 1 million smallholder farmers and other end-users, 
including 250,000 women
Increase investment to innovators by at least $20 million  
Help farmers increase food production while increasing water and energy efficiencies. 
Enhance the enabling environment for WE4F innovations through advocacy and capacity building 
activities. 

By 2024, the S/SEA RIH aims to: 

South and Southeast Asia Regional Innovation

How We Work

Based in Bangkok, Thailand, the WE4F S/SEA RIH implementation is executed at a regional level to 
ensure accessible support for all innovators working in the program's areas of focus, while maintaining 
a close collaboration with the global WE4F program and other regional innovation hubs.  



FOR LOCAL INNOVATORS AND ENTREPRENEURS
The S/SEA RIH provides grants, technical assistance, and investment facilitation to mid- and late-stage 
companies in the water-energy-food nexus, who enter the program through the Call for Innovations process 
or ad hoc onboarding. The financial and technical assistance varies based on the needs of each business. To 
multiply the impact and support for business scale-up, the S/SEA RIH also helps connect innovators with 
their peers or other networks, both inside and outside of the region.  

Interested in being part of the S/SEA RIH innovator cohort? Visit our website to learn more about the S/SEA 
Call for Innovations and the ad hoc process.  

FOR INVESTORS
The S/SEA RIH acts as an intermediary to connect investors with a portfolio of companies that have proven 
track records of success and commercial viability. We reduce investors' risks by supporting innovators with 
financial and technical assistance helping them improve their operations and grow their business while also 
conducting due diligence processes. 

Want to invest in a WE4F innovator located in South and Southeast Asia? Contact the S/SEA RIH to learn 
more about our growing water-energy-food portfolio and innovative financing mechanisms.  

FOR PARTNERS
The S/SEA RIH invites interested organizations with objectives that align with WE4F to partner and scale 
efforts to promote a more sustainable and efficient of water and energy while producing more food. We 
are open for collaboration that helps enhance the enabling environment for water-energy-food innovators. 

Contact the S/SEA RIH to explore partnerships and discuss how your organization can be a meaningful 
part of water-energy-food solutions.  

REGIONAL INNOVATION HUB DESIGN 
Working locally means that the S/SEA RIH will be able 
to leverage regional enabling environments and join 
forces with partners in the local ecosystems  that 
thoroughly understand the economic, social, and 
cultural contexts.  

The S/SEA RIH is built off of the lessons learned from 
the first-generation grand challenges, Securing Water 
for Food (SWFF) and Powering Agriculture: An Energy  
Grand Challenge (PAEGC).  SWFF developed the 
Technical Assistance Facility used in WE4F; PAEGC 
pioneered the regional innovation hub.  

What We Offer 

CONTACT US
we4fAsiaRIH@tetratech.com 

Water and Energy for Food 

@WE4FGCD

@WaterEnergy4Food

The WE4F S/SEA RIH is implemented by: Tetra Tech ES, Inc.  in collaboration with CrossBoundary, LLC. and DevWorks International.

The S/SEA RIH supports innovators in 15 countries:  
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vietnam.  




